National Day of Prayer School Event Checklist

I. Preliminary Event Planning--Begin approximately 1-2 months in advance.  The earlier, the better!
1. Pray for God's Leading for your school event.

2. Seek interested individuals for input and to eventually develop a Steering Committee to guide and plan your school's event.  These individuals can be from your school's administration, staff, teachers, parents, students, or other local people, including pastors, who would like to be involved with your prayer event.
3.  With your advisors/Steering Committee, determine the prayer event's: 

a. Location--it can be at your school or an adjoining facility/park.
b. Time--generally before or after school.  Lunch is a possibility depending upon the school's policy.
c. Type of Program, i.e., Prayer Walk, Teacher's Prayer Breakfast, musical with prayer, prayer only…Be Creative!

d. Program Format.  Ask yourself, "How do you want the program to unfold?" and "Who do we want to pray for?"

e. Prayer Categories can include:  America, State, County, City and Local Schools and their School Districts; Government and Area Growth, Judicial Systems, Military, Police/Fire Departments, Elected and Appointed Officials and of course; your school's staff, students and their families, listed by name!
f. Refreshments.  Suggestions include Coffee, Juice, Ice Water, and donut holes.  These are a good will gesture for students, 
    staff, families and the general public, if included.
g. National Day of Prayer materials needed and quantity: 

Basic Event Materials: Event Posters used to announce your school prayer event.  Program Covers with your event format and prayer categories printed inside, Bookmarks and Prayer Guides.  Additional Event materials are:  Balloons to draw attention to your event, and also to be given out to students who sign up to take one home at the end of the day.  Note:  A great memento for students to take home with them is a blown-up NDP Balloon with an attached event bookmark via ribbon and a punch hole to tie it onto the balloon!  Event Stickers so everyone will know that they prayed for America that day!  Also, NDP Brochures and newsletters, program inserts, etc., can be given out at the event and put on a table near the refreshments.
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h. Music/Entertainment.  It can be student, Church or, school provided, possibly a community-wide musical or dance ensemble group!  May be with or without musical accompaniment. You also may need a sound system, either school provided or rented.
i. Choose Prayer Intercessors and assign them a prayer category.  I.e., ask teachers, staff or students if they would like to pray for a particular need for our country and school.  Give them 3-5 minutes to do each category.
j. The above event should cost no more than $150.00, or less depending upon the entertainment (if they have a fee), materials and refreshments used. Prayer and manpower will be the most used and valuable assets! 
II. Actual Event Preparation--Do within one month in advance of your NDP school event.

1. Determine Communication Vehicles to promote your school's prayer event.
a. The Media-print and electronic.  Develop or secure an appropriate media list for publicizing your prayer event.

b. Develop Press Releases and Public Service Announcements (PSA's) that announce and describe your event.  Remember to use the Five W.'s:  Who, What, When, Where, Why and How.  Give a contact name and contact information.  Samples of a 2003 Press Release and Public Service Announcement (PSA) can be found at the end of this Check List.)
c. In-School communication vehicles include: Event Flyers for students to take home (ask your principal, first) Weekly newsletters, In-School TV or Radio Channels, Community Billboards that you could post pre-made National Day of Prayer posters or hand-made posters announcing the event.
  (Note:  School Bible Clubs or FCA Chapters are to be treated as
   any other student club or organization, and have the same  
   access to the above in-school communication vehicles.  If there 

   is a district policy problem, you can meet with your district

   superintendent or their representative and ask that the policy be 
   changed.  Also, see the American Center for Law and Justice's 
   Web Site and the Alliance Defense Fund Web Site and their    

   Help Lines listed in this School Prayer Guide, Section Three,
   School Event Informational Contacts, for further information.)
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d. Contact local churches and ask if you can list your school prayer event in their Sunday bulletin.
2. Determine and type up your event's program.  (See the attached school program prototype.  It is set up as an example from a Publisher format, using the standard National Day of Prayer program cover.)
    Put your program format into one that can be reused every year with
minor changes.  Use a desktop publisher program like MicroSoft     Publisher to fit your copy into the program cover's size requirements.  You can run your program copies at home if you have a computer and a printer!  It will take two "pass throughs" to complete the printing "run" in a Publisher format.  Panels 1 and 4, print on one side, and panels 2 and 3 print on the other side. 

    Program items to include would be:  the current NDP Event theme, 

    i.e." Let Freedom Ring!";  the time, date and location of the prayer 

    event; the order of the  program, its participants, the prayer categories,
i.e. "Prayer for America, Colorado and Colorado Springs, Prayer Topics:  Schools, Families and Youth."  The specific people who you 
want to pray for:  our nation's president and current administration, the Congress, the Courts, our state, county and local officials, your 
School's Staff, Teachers, Support Staff, Custodial, Kitchen and Crossing Guard Staff, PTO Board and Committee Members, All School Students, Families and Volunteers.  And, don't forget to ask 

for prayer for your School District Superintendent, Administration, Personnel and Staff, and all of the district's schools, staffs, students and their families, too!
At the end of our programs, we have released red, white and blue balloons to signify the heavenly uplifting of our prayers to God.  We call it:  "Balloons Lifted High!"  To close, we sing "America the Beautiful," a song that just about everyone knows, and can be sung without musical accompaniment!
3. Thank You Gifts-Nice Thank You gifts to your school's prayer program participants and principal include NDP ribbon pins, prayer magnets or some other prayer related item.
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4. Refreshment Providers-I have used "Dunkin Donuts" or other local donut companies for donut holes and a local coffee house to bring coffee and hot tea with set-up paper items and condiments.  They will 
    usually give a discount because this is a prayer event, and you can 
          

thank them by letting them put up a little sign with their business'

    name and phone number by their donuts or coffee, and also thank them 

    in your event program.

5. Helium provider-I have asked local supermarkets for help in their floral department with blowing up balloons for the event.  They will usually do it for free, and you can thank them in your program.

6. Last, but not least, have prayer warriors pray for God to be glorified at the event, for the prayer event's specific needs, and wisdom for all who are involved in the event.

III. Event Follow-Up--Complete within one month of your school event.
1. Send Thank You notes to everyone who helped with the event!

2. Have a follow-up meeting with your advisors/Steering Committee to evaluate the success of your prayer event and how you can improve it in advance of next year!  Start praying for next year's event!
3. Be available to help other schools plan their own event for next year!

4. Fill-out event forms for reporting your school event to the National Day of Prayer Headquarters in your State and Nationally.

5. Thank God for helping to complete His Great Commission with your school's National Day of Prayer Event!

*Multi-Campus School Events*
If you have a multiple campus school, consider having your prayer events either at the same time in the morning or afternoon; or if you have schools that have all grade levels at all of their campuses, consider having your prayer events in a rotation sequence, i.e. the first campus has their prayer event before school, and the second campus has their prayer event right after school, so that all of the school's campuses staff and parents and their students may attend!

National Day of Prayer School Event News Release Prototype- Print Media 
(Word Format, designed to fit on NDP Letterhead.  Margin is moved to right.) 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 25, 2003

Contact:  Susan Turner (719) 599-5747

WOODMEN-ROBERTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

OBSERVES NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

COLORADO SPRINGS--The 52nd Annual National Day of Prayer,

"Righteousness Exalts A Nation," will be observed this Thursday, May 1,

7:30-8:25 a.m. at Woodmen-Roberts Elementary School, 8365 Orchard Path

Road.  The public is welcomed to attend and pray for our nation.

Prayer for America will be offered in all areas including: Federal, State,

County and Local governments; for the military and our communities, schools,

workplaces, churches; and for families, especially for our youth.

According to Woodmen-Roberts Principal Tim Rawley, this is the

elementary school's Second Annual National Day of Prayer observance.  It is

just one of over 40,000 National Day of Prayer events planned this Thursday,

that will include observances at our Nations' Capitol and the White House.

Events will vary in size ranging from school and church gatherings to prayer

events at State Capitols like the annual event held in Denver; County Court-

houses and City Halls.

This year's prayer theme, "Righteousness Exalts A Nation, But Sin Is

A Disgrace to Any People," is found in the Bible in the book of Proverbs,

Chapter 14, verse 34.

The National Day of Prayer, specifically, is a vital part of our national

Heritage.  Since the first call to prayer in 1775, when the Continental Congress

asked the Colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a nation, this call to prayer

has continued throughout our history, including President Lincoln's procla-

mation of a day of "humiliation, fasting and prayer" in 1863.  In 1952,

-more-

Woodmen-Roberts Elementary Observes National Day of Prayer-continued

Page Two

April 25, 2003

a joint resolution by Congress, signed by President Truman, declared an

annual, National Day of Prayer.  In 1988, the law was amended and signed by

President Regan, permanently setting the day as the first Thursday in May.

Each year, our nation's president, state governors, county councils,

mayors and other elected officials sign proclamations, encouraging all Americans

to pray for their country on the first Thursday in May.

Note:  This is not intended to be a full listing of National Day of Prayer

Activities in our area.  Those interested in more events, should contact their

local church or the National Day of Prayer Task Force,  (719) 531-3379,

to find out where prayer observances are planned.

For more information, please contact Susan Turner, National Day of

Prayer Volunteer School Coordinator at (719) 599-5747.
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NDP School Event Public Service Announcement (PSA) Prototype-
Electronic Media (Word Format, designed to fit on NDP Letterhead.  Margin is moved right.  All copy is typed in Capital Letters and is "timed" to 30 seconds.)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 25, 2003

Contact:  Susan Turner (719) 599-5747

Length: 30 seconds

WOODMEN-ROBERTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

OBSERVES  NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER


COLORADO SPRINGS--THE 52ND ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY OF 

PRAYER, "RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTS A NATION," WILL BE OBSERVED 

THIS THURSDAY, MAY 1ST, 7:30-8:25 AM,  AT WOODMEN-ROBERTS 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 8365 ORCHARD PATH ROAD.  THE PUBLIC IS WELCOMED TO ATTEND AND PRAY FOR OUR NATION.


PRAYERS WILL INCLUDE FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS; COMMUNITIES, SCHOOLS, WORK-

PLACES, CHURCHES, FAMILIES AND YOUTH.



PLEASE CALL YOUR LOCAL CHURCH OR THE NATIONAL

DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE AT 531-3379, FOR OTHER PRAYER 

ACTIVITIES.


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WOODMEN-ROBERTS 

ELEMENTARY PRAYER EVENT,  PLEASE CONTACT SUSAN TURNER,

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER SCHOOL COORDINATOR AT (719) 599-5747.
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National Day of Prayer School Event Program Prototype
To be used with the National Day of Prayer Program Shell.

Page 1 of 4, for printing in the NDP school program shell
Note: This page is pre-printed with the National Day of Prayer 
Annual theme and art work.  You don’t have to do anything to this page.
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Second Annual National Day of Prayer Program

Woodmen-Roberts Elementary School

Thursday, May 1, 2003, 7:30-8:10 A.M.

‘Righteousness Exalts A Nation’

Prelude

‘Heal Our Land’ by Michael Card (II Chronicles 7:14)  
Opening Remarks
Mrs. Susan Turner,

National Day of Prayer Volunteer School Coordinator

Welcome
Mr. Tim Rawley, Principal

Woodmen-Roberts Elementary School

Devotional

‘Righteousness Exalts a Nation...But, Sin is a Disgrace to Any People.’

 (Proverbs 14:34)

Prayer for America, Colorado & Colorado Springs

Prayer Presenter: Mrs. Sue Davis, Art Teacher

 Prayer Topics:  Schools, Families and Youth.

Prayer for America, Colorado & Colorado Springs

Prayer Presenter: Mrs. Cordelia Rau, Health and Fitness Teacher

 Prayer Topics:  Military; Government (including Fire and Police),

The Judiciary and All Employees.

Prayer for America, Colorado & Colorado Springs

Prayer Presenter:  Mrs. Madeline Percival, Third Grade Teacher

  Prayer Topics:  Churches, Communities, Workplaces, 

and State/Area Growth.
Patriotic Music
‘America The Beautiful’

Led by: Andrew Allen, Taylor Lund, and John Tosches, Fifth Grade

And Brett Lund, Fourth Grade

(The words are printed on this program’s back panel)
Closing Prayer-Balloons Lifted High!

Mrs. Susan Turner and Mrs. Carol Anderson
National Day of Prayer Volunteer School Coordinators

Please Join Us For Refreshments and Sign-Up For a Balloon!!

Thank You for Making this National Day of Prayer 

Observance at Woodmen-Roberts Elementary School 

A Memorable One!
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Let’s Pray For Our:

*President George W. Bush & Administration

 *Federal, State and Local Officials and Judges

U.S. Senators Allard and Nighthorse-Campbell

U.S. Reps. DeGette, Udall, McInnis, Musgrave, Hefley, 

Tancredo and Beauprez

State Senators, Representatives and Judges

*Governor Bill Owens & Administration

*El Paso County Chairman Chuck Brown, 

County Council & Staff

*Colorado Springs Mayor Lionel Rivera,

City Council & Staff 
*Woodmen-Roberts Elementary School Staff
Principal, Mr. Tim Rawley

TOSA/Vice Principal, Mrs. Debbie Jones
Administrative Support Staff

Mrs. Strawn,  Mrs. Spasev and  Mrs. Pendleton
School Support Staff

Mrs. Alberts, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Atherton, Mrs. Boyer,  Mrs. Cox, 

Mrs. Erickson, Mrs. Farrel, Mrs. Ferrer, Mrs. Larson, Mrs. Lee, 

Ms. Majernik, Mrs. McKeithan, Mrs. McGowan, Mrs. Noack, Ms. Pepito, Mrs. Reitinger, Mrs. Salazar, Mrs. Speights, Mrs. Stutey, Mr. Valdez, 

Mr. Warren, Mrs. Cyd Wilson, and Mrs. Woods.
Teachers

Ms. Allison,  Mrs. Aschbrenner,  Mrs. Barbee, Mrs. Battista, Mrs. Berry, Mrs. Carey, Mr. Chamberlin, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. DeMayo, Mrs. Fairchild, Mrs. Gamber-Bivin,  Mrs. Holiday,  Mrs. Hudson,  Mrs. Kelly, Mr. Kiser,   Mrs. Kochis,  Mrs. Langley, Ms. Livingston, Mrs. Lucchesi, Mrs. Mannon,  Mrs. Percival,  Mrs. Pine,  Mrs. Rau, Mrs. Saunders,  Mrs. Schoffstal, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Trask and Mrs. Vogelaar.

PTO Board and Committee Members

All Woodmen-Roberts Students, Families and Volunteers

*Academy District 20 Schools

Superintendent,  Dr. Kenneth Vedra 

Deputy Superintendent,  Dr. Kenneth Turner

School Board President, Mr. Richard Valorose

Administrative Support Services Chief,  Dr. Jim Stamper
All Other District 20 Administrative Personnel and Staff.
All District 20 Schools, Staffs, Students and their Families.
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AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

O Beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties, Above the fruited plain.

America!  America!  God shed His grace on thee,

And crown thy good, with brotherhood, From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern, impassioned stress,

A thoroughfare for freedom beat, Across the wilderness!

America!  America!  God mend thine every flaw,

Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law!

O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,

Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life!

America!  America!  May God thy gold refine,

Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine!

O beautiful for patriot dream, That sees beyond the years.

Thine alabaster city gleam Undimmed by human tears!

America!  America!  God shed His grace on thee,

And crown thy good, with brotherhood, From sea to shining sea!

Amen.

Katherine L. Bates
1859 - 1929

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord...Psalm 33:12
